APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



Yasuo Nomura 



22850 7590 11/13/2009 I 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND MAIER & NEUSTADT, L.L.P. I 

1 940 DUKE S TREET atala, jamie jo 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 223 14 I 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
11/13/2009 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

patentdocket@oblon.com 
oblonpat@oblon.com 
j gardner @ oblon. com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

09/771,557 


Applicant(s) 

NOMURA ET AL. 


Examiner 

JAMIE JO ATALA 


Art Unit 

2621 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 July 2009 . 
2a )£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 

7) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) L~H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20091 104 



Application/Control Number: 09/771,557 
Art Unit: 2621 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection containing Hashizume et al (US 2003/0142955) 
in view of Smith et al (US 5,822,542) in view of Seo (US 6,798,980). Furthermore, it is 
noted newly applied reference Smith teaches the "selecting and moving one of the at 
least one image information icon" and "determining if the moving means moves the one 
of the at least image information icon" as shown in Figure 151 and described as set 
forth in the proceeding office action. 

2. Additionally, to continue to make the record clear regarding the priority date of 
previous references used it is noted Hashizume et al (US 2003/0142955) is applied. 
The cited portions of Hashizume et al being used are supported in the application 
09/1 50,235 and thereby giving the priority date of September 1 0, 1 998. The disclosure 
based on information not presented in 09/150,235 (i.e. Figures 15 and 16) is not being 
used for the rejection of the pending claims. 

3. Claims 1-14 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Hashizume et al (US 2003/0142955) in view of Smith et al (US 5,822,542) in view of 
Seo (US 6,798,980). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing apparatus 
and method capable of copying image information recorded on a first recording medium 
onto a second recording medium, comprising: 

• display control means for controlling displaying of a copying operation 
window which includes a first icon corresponding to the first recording 
medium, an image information icon corresponding to the image 
information recorded on the first recording medium and a second icon 
corresponding to the second recording medium (Figure 3 shows the 
display control means for displaying the various operations occurring in 
the system. Furthermore, Figure 6 shows the icon for the first and second 
recording mediums in element 602 as described in paragraphs 0062- 
0065); 

• moving means for selecting and moving an icon for copying operation 
window to the second icon (Figure 6 shows the operation of selecting and 
moving one of the image information in window copying or editing of the 
scene as further explained in Paragraph 0017-0018); 
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• determining means for determining of the moving means moves icon to 
the second icon (Paragraph 0078-0080 describes the determining of 
moving icons and furthermore can be seen the determining of what icons 
are moved); 

• means for requesting a user input based on a result of the determining 
means (Paragraphs 0057-0061 describes the requesting of a user to 
determine the input result); 

• first setting means for setting whether or not a data format of the image 
moving means for selecting and information determined as an object of 
copying by moving means should be converted based on the user input 
(Paragraph 0009, 0018, and 0048-0049 discloses a setting means for data 
format); 

• readout means for reading out the image information corresponding to the 
one of the at least one image information icon selected by said moving 
means from the first recording medium (Figure 8 shows the reading of 
data from the storage devices that contains a log image file unit to select 
an image icon based on moving images as described in paragraph 0046); 

• writing means for writing the image information read out by said readout 
means or the image information converted by said conversion means onto 
second recording medium based on the setting of said first setting means 
(Figure 2 shows the writing of data based on data being read from the 
system); however fails to discloses 
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o moving means for selecting and moving one of the at least one 

image information icon 
o determining means for determining if the moving means moves the 

one of at least one image information icon to the second icon 
o conversion means for converting the data format of the image 
information read out by said readout means based on the setting of 
said first setting means. 
Smith et al teaches a system for video information management further comprising: 
o moving means for selecting and moving one of the at least one 
image information icon (Figure 151 shows the moving of an icon as 
described in Column 86 Lines 39-62 the icon representing "camera 
video stream for display". Thereby the moving of the icon teaches 
the limitations of moving an image information icon); 
o determining means for determining if the moving means moves the 
one of at least one image information icon to the second icon 
(Column 86 Lines 38-67 describes the determining of the icon 
representing a video stream to a certain area for processing). 
It is taught by Smith et al to provide an icon representing image information and further 
provide selecting and moving the image to an area for further processing to allow for a 
more efficient system to be used by the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the system of moving 
icons into a copying operation window, as disclosed by Hashizume, and further teach 
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the system to provide icons representing image data, as taught by Smith et al, in order 
to provide the user with an efficient system representing location of image data in a 
concise manner. 

Seo discloses an apparatus wherein the audio/video data is converted further 
comprising: 

o conversion means for converting the data format of the image 
information read out by said readout means based on the setting of 
said first setting means (Figure 1 shows the storage of data and 
furthermore, as described in Column 3 lines 35+ the converter is 
used to allow for proper storage and displaying of the data as it is 
being processed. 

It is taught by Seo to teach a system for converting data to allow for proper storage of 
information when various information is being processed by the system. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use the information process apparatus as disclosed by Hashizume et al, in view of 
Smith et al, and further incorporate a conversion means for converting data format, as 
disclosed by Seo, in order to allow for a system that provides various data inputs, 
[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing wherein the 
first recording medium is built in said information processing apparatus, and the second 
recording medium is an external storage medium which can be removably connected to 
said information processing apparatus (Figure 2 and Figure 8 displays various 
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recording medium furthermore as described in Paragraph 0007 the recording mediums 
that are present can be removable (i.e. magnetic disk)), 
[claims 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing apparatus; 
however, fails to disclose that the conversion means converts the data format of the 
image information from that of the MPEG 2 system to that of the MPEG 1 system or 
MPEG 1 system to MPEG 2 system. Seo describes in Column 3 Lines 35+ the 
conversion of MPEG 2 to an MPEG 1 system and thereby provides a method for down 
converting the MPEG standard. This process is done to provide backward compatibility 
in order to provide output for older MPEG systems in the form of MPEG 1 . 
Furthermore, it is well known in the art to convert MPEG 1 to an MPEG 2 system to 
upgrade the current data of the system. Both types of conversion provide compatibility 
within the system that has two standards present. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
information processing apparatus, as disclosed by Hashizume et al, and further 
incorporate a conversion of MPEG in the system to allow for greater use through 
various systems, as disclosed by Seo. 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1 , further comprising second setting means for setting whether or not 
the image information of an original determined as the object of copying should be 
deleted, and deletion means operable in response to a result of the setting of said 
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second setting means for either deleting or placing into a disabled state the image 
information of the original of the object of copying recorded on the first recording 
medium after the processing of said writing means is completed (Figure 4 shows an 
error message that occurs through the monitoring to determine if the dubbing is done 
correctly as further described in paragraphs 001 6-001 8. If any abnormalities are 
detected the system instructs the recording medium to provide an error message), 
[claim 5] 

In regard to Claim 5, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 
[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 8] 

In regard to Claim 8, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 11, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 12] 
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In regard to Claim 12, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , wherein the display control means is further configured to 
highlight the first icon corresponding to the first recording medium after selection of the 
first icon, and is configured to display the at least one image information icon 
corresponding to the image information recorded on the first recording medium in the 
copying operation window (Figure 6 shows the icon for the first and second recording 
mediums in element 602 as described in paragraphs 0062-0065). 
[claim 13] 

In regard to Claim 13, Hashizume et al discloses an information processing method 
the controlling displaying of the copying operation further includes: 

• highlighting the first icon corresponding to the first recording medium after 
selecting of the first icon (Figure 1 shows the operation of selecting and moving 
one of the image information in window copying and highlighting the scene as 
further explained in Paragraph 0077-0079); 

• displaying the at least one image information icon corresponding to the image 
information recorded on the first recording medium in the copying operation 
window (Figure 6 shows the display control means for displaying the various 
operations occurring in the system as further described in paragraphs 0048- 
0053). 

[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Hashizume et al discloses a program storage medium according 
to Claim 6, wherein the controlling displaying of the copying operation further includes: 
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• highlighting the first icon corresponding to the first recording medium after 
selecting of the first icon (Figure 1 shows the operation of selecting and moving 
one of the image information in window copying and highlighting the scene as 
further explained in Paragraph 0077-0079); 

• displaying the at least one image information icon corresponding to the image 
information recorded on the first recording medium in the copying operation 
window(Figure 6 shows the display control means for displaying the various 
operations occurring in the system as further described in paragraphs 0048- 
0053). 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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